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OUR STORY
The Kozmetsky Center of Excellence was established with a
$3 million gift from Ronya Kozmetsky and her late husband,
George. The couple, noted for their philanthropic leadership in
Central Texas, established the RGK Foundation in 1966 and
since then have awarded grants totaling more than $60 million to
support humanitarian concerns in the areas of education,
community, medicine and health. George and Ronya Kozmetsky
offered visionary leadership and exceptional
talent in cultivating productive partnerships across academic
disciplines, institutions, national governments, and the private
sector — creating opportunities and solving problems aimed
towards the betterment of the local Austin community and the
world. Throughout their lives, George and Ronya Kozmetsky
were tirelessly devoted to the service of others and society. It is
an honor and inspiration for those afﬁliated with the Kozmetsky
Center to carry on the family’s legacy in the 21st century by
promoting constructive collaboration and knowledge sharing in
our communities and across cultures.
My parents funded this center because they believe in St. Edward’s and the
role this university can play in improving the lives of so many.”
–Gregory Kozmetsky ’70,
Former St. Edward’s University Trustee

OUR MISSION
The Kozmetsky Center of Excellence aims to enrich the
intellectual life of St. Edward’s University, and to serve as a
resource for informing the broader public on critical global
issues. We seek to deepen understanding of the
complex challenges of an increasingly integrated world. The
Kozmetsky Center facilitates interdisciplinary international
exchanges among experts, students, faculty, the policy
community, the private sector, and broader public in a variety of
forums. Our events have featured the contributions of senior
level international policymakers and diplomats (Presidential,
Ambassadorial, Senior Military/Defense level), university
scholars, subject area experts from the business and non-proﬁt
communities addressing contemporary
global issues and suggesting strategies for ﬁnding common
approaches to managing security and economic challenges. We
also periodically host short-term resident visiting scholars and
practitioners from the United States and around the world to
share their expertise and diverse perspectives with the St.
Edward’s University community.
Our programs and activities are directed toward advancing
sustained productive international partnerships throughout the
world and among the dynamic local Austin community. The
Kozmetsky Center contributes to advancing the mission of St.
Edward’s University to educate students and prepare graduates
with the tools needed to contribute to a more just world. The
Kozmetsky Center supports the university’s Global Initiative
providing students with international opportunities and experiences on multiple levels, and equipping students for working
effectively in an interdependent and culturally diverse world
community.
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OBJECTIVES

The Kozmetsky Center contributes to academic programs and the
learning experience of students at St. Edward’s University on several
levels. The core objectives for our programs
and activities in support of the St. Edward’s academic community
include:
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Introducing a diversity of regional and global perspectives;
Offering the contributions of leading academic experts and
practitioners across disciplines and professional areas of
expertise;
Contributing to the development of sustained productive
international exchanges and partnerships throughout the
world;
Providing resources to enhance the university course learning
experience through guest lectures, seminar discussions and
professional networking opportunities for St. Edward’s
University students with our visiting program participants;
Supporting the utilization of new communication technology to
integrate global perspectives in learning and understanding
issues;
Supporting university student experiential learning objectives
by offering the Kozmetsky Center Senior Internship Program
and utilizing the Kozmetsky Center’s extensive local, national
and global networks to provide professional internship and
service learning opportunities for St. Edward’s University
students;
Advancing understanding of potential public-private sector
collaboration in pursuing opportunities and addressing
challenges;
Exploring the application of theory/academic expertise to
supporting real-world issue problem solving and cooperative
efforts in policy and community service.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The global community confronts a myriad of challenges including regional conﬂicts, migration and displacement, climate change, violent extremism,
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and questions concerning the viability of security architecture, rules and international organizations to
manage differences and maintain peace. At the same time, there are opportunities for nations, organizations, civic society and individuals to ﬁnd
space for cooperation in political, economic and security sectors. It is at this nexus that the Kozmetsky Center seeks to connect St. Edward’s
University students, faculty and community with policymakers and experts to identify common ground in promoting a more just and peaceful world.
During the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 academic years, our world community suffered the global COVID19 pandemic disrupting nearly all aspects of
our societies. During this period, the Kozmetsky Center relied on developing enhanced digital and videoconferencing capacity to make it possible to
continue to bring our programs to the SEU campus. We aimed to provide opportunities for SEU students to continue to interact with global expert
academic and student communities at a time when study abroad and other international educational experiences involving travel had been severely
restricted. Our extensive experience working with ZOOM videoconferencing and the ease with which our colleagues and students now utilize these
platforms has only strengthened our capabilities for engaging experts and students throughout the world in our programs. Several of our ZOOM
videoconference webinars and meetings were devoted to engaging with experts throughout the world to assess the impact of COVID19 on geopolitical, security and economic trends, evaluate preparedness and deﬁne lessons learned for responding to future global pandemic threats.
The Kozmetsky Center continued to feature a number of in-person and digital programs devoted to critical global topics including world economic
development, information and cyber security, terrorism and violent extremism, climate change, world order and major power competition and
discussing the impact of COVID19 on migration and displacement. We hosted the sixth session in our annual collaborative transatlantic security
seminar in cooperation with the Center for European Studies and Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies at the University of Texas
Austin supported by a multi-year grant provided by the United States Department of Education Title VI. The sixth forum brought together international
policymakers, experts and representatives of the global business communities to explore the role of the private sector in supporting sustainable
development in the region of South East Europe. Among our additional featured programs were hosting a forum with U.S. Ambassadors Mary Ann
Peters (Bangladesh), Kenneth Yalowitz (Belarus and Georgia) and Roger Harrison (Jordan) to explore the role of America and the world during a
period of U.S. presidential transition and rising global geopolitical competition. We were delighted to host a session with renowned global expert on
climate change Dr. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber founding director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Research in Germany to assess the impact of
COVID19 on our capacity to respond to the existential climate threat. We have continued our project on the “Religion/Security Nexus” in collaboration with faculty of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University featuring the lecture session with Iman Yahya Pallavicini, President
of the COREIS (Islamic Religious Community of Italy) and others to discuss the potential for religious faith communities to cooperate with policymakers in addressing world security and economic challenges.
At the initiative of SEU students and alums, the Kozmetsky Center partnered with the World Affairs Council Austin to launch our Forum on Global
Investment, Finance, Emerging Markets and Geopolitical Risk to bring our students together with the Austin and global private sectors to serve as a
network and resource for SEU students preparing for careers in international business, economics, ﬁnance, investment and policy. Kozmetsky
Center-World Affairs Council Austin hosted a range of regional focused and global business topic forums involving expert speakers and we are
excited about the possibilities for future development of this initiative especially given the dynamic growth underway in the Austin community in
technology, energy, sustainable development and many other areas involving global partners.
We continued our global videoconference initiative to enable St. Edward’s University students to meet with students of the Moscow State Institute of
International Relations (MGIMO) and Friedrich Schiller University in Germany to exchange perspectives on contemporary international issues. With
the support of faculty at all three universities, participating students always appreciate the opportunity to meet their student counterparts in other
nations for in-depth discussion of topics leading to greater intercultural understanding on issues of critical importance to all our societies.
Kozmetsky Center programs and educational and professional engagement throughout the world assists our students in gaining appreciation for the
vast challenges and opportunities we confront in advancing human security, well-being and social justice at the local, national and international
levels. Our programs are tailored to assist SEU students in identifying areas of interest to prepare for future educational advancement and professional careers contributing to society. We are hopeful that these initiatives might bring our world community closer at a time of unprecedented interdependence in which multinational communication, collaboration and understanding could not be more vital.
We appreciate the continued enthusiastic support and involvement of St. Edward’s University students, faculty and administration and the Austin
community for our programs. We are especially grateful for our robust and trusted network of partners, colleagues and friends representing leading
universities, private sector, government and non-governmental organizations located in Texas, the United States and the broader world community
for partnering with the Kozmetsky Center to promote our mission and programs. Finally, we express our gratitude and appreciation on the part of the
entire SEU campus community to our alum Greg Kozmetsky and his family for providing support making it possible to deliver our educational
programs and opportunities to the SEU student community.
Sharyl Cross, PhD, Director, Kozmetsky Center, St. Edward’s University
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September 17, 2019
Trade, Technology and the New Global Political Order
Dr. DJ Peterson, President of Longview Global Advisors delivered a broad
ranging lecture on September 17, 2019 on global political, economic, and
business risk to St. Edward's University students, faculty, alumni and members
of the Austin business community. Speaking in Jones Global Events Center,
Dr. Peterson identiﬁed several global megatrends driving polarization,
nationalism and populism around the world:
1) Slow overall global economic growth which is fueling
political volatility
Global growth has been muted and uneven since the global ﬁnancial crisis,
prompting some economists to ask whether the world has entered an extended
low-growth period
2) Inequality as a driver of political polarization/wealth &
opportunity concentrated in mega-cities throughout the
world
Popular disaffection with slow growth is ampliﬁed by inequality in incomes and
opportunities. Unlike in the past, middle classes feel exceptionally exposed
today.
3) Governments inability to respond eﬀectively to the pace
of change
Business leaders know that success depends on agility and the ability to
accommodate change—the alternative is disruption—but political leaders are
struggling to keep pace.

▲ Dr. DJ Peterson, speaking to the Austin business community at a World
Aﬀairs Council event entitled, International Political Risks: Implications for
Business Leaders” at the BBVA Bank Executive Board Room

4) The rise of political entrepreneurs exploiting the governance gap through populism and nationalism
The idea that establishment elites are incapable of solving important problems
has created a volatile atmosphere in which disaffected voters are willing to take
risks, throw wrenches into the political works, and support revolutionary and
authoritarian insurgencies.
5) Hyper connectivity unites, divides and overwhelms
The contemporary social media environment has turbocharged political
volatility..
.

▲ DJ Peterson guest lecturing on the diﬀerent forms of risk: geopolitical risk,
political risk, and country risk in an upper division International Marketing
class at St. Edward’s University

▲ Dr.DJ Peterson, President of Longview Global Advisors delivering lecture
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October 30, 2019
Information Apocalypse
The Kozmetsky Center hosted U.S. Army Major General (Ret.) Mari K. Eder
for a tour of force lecture on October 30, 2019, at St. Edward’s University
entitled “Information Apocalypse.” St. Edward's University students and faculty
across various disciplines, St. Edward's University alumni and Austin
community partners attended Gen. Eder’s lecture in Jones Global Events
Center.
General Eder discussed the critical problem of erosion of trust in the information space and suggested ways that we might safeguard society from
disinformation. She offered a fact-based assessment of the problems of fake
news, misinformation, disinformation, malicious transformation and their
effects on institutions, leadership and the public. Moreover, General Eder
provided concrete actionable recommendations for moving beyond the
“information age to the knowledge age” aimed at improving trust and restoring
respect in the media and public institutions. General Eder recommended, for
example, that journalists should develop a common set of standards, norms
and code of ethics for all news media organizations. General Eder’s work and
advocacy can certainly help in meeting the urgent need for serious assessment and public discussion at this critical juncture on recognizing and
responding to challenges in the public information sphere.

▲ Major General (Ret.) Mari K. Eder, PhD
United States Army

▲ U.S. Army Major General (Ret.) Mari
K. Eder delivering lecture

▲ Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Mari K. Eder oﬀers a research
fact-based lecture on the problems of fake news,
misinformation, disinformation, malicious
transformation and more impacting public
perceptions, truﬆ, and conﬁdence generating
robust engagement and excellent queﬆions.

▲ Major General Eder’s welcome dinner, hosted
by Kozmetsky Center Director Dr. Sharyl Cross,
with university faculty and community partners
including William Reinier (U.S. Army Futures
Command), Ben Ramirez (World Aﬀairs Council
of Austin), and St. Edward's University
Professors: William Nichols, Brian Smith, James
Puglisi and Dustin Noll (SEU Military and
Veterans Aﬀairs Coordinator).
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▲ Major General (Ret.) Eder meeting with St.
Edward’s University student veterans and ROTC
cadets for a roundtable discussion on leadership.

December 11, 2019
Expert Perspective from Russia’s Foreign and Defense Policy
Community on the U.S.-Russian Relationship
For the ﬁnal event of the Fall 2019 semester, the Kozmetsky Center of Excellence hosted a lecture by Dr. Dmitry Suslov, Faculty of World Economy and
International Affairs at the National Research University, Higher School of Economics in Moscow, Russia, and Member of the Valdai International Discussion
Club. Dr. Suslov joined St. Edward's University students, faculty and staff via video-teleconference in Carter Auditorium for his lecture, which was followed by a
question and answer session with event attendees.
Dr. Suslov’s lecture addressed major issues in the contemporary U.S.-Russian relationship with his analysis focusing on the question, have the United States
and Russia entered a new “Cold War?” Dr. Suslov argued that the prospect for a new Cold War was up for debate; at the same time, he presented nine reasons
why the current confrontation between the United States and Russia was deeper and more comprehensive than in past decades. Suslov’s points included:
1. Unlike a classic great power rivalry, today’s US-Russia confrontation is less about geography and more about the principles of international relations and the
post-1989 world order.
2. The United States does not consider the Russian Federation with its current political regime and foreign policy to be a legitimate actor.
3. The United States claims that the nature of the Russian domestic political regime is at the roots of all problems of the US-Russia relations, and that it will
proceed with confrontational policies unless the Russian political regime and Russian foreign policy undergo a fundamental change.
4. Both states regard each other as adversaries, and the US characterization of Russia as adversary is ofﬁcial and legislative.
5. Instruments of confrontation are comprehensive and include economic, foreign policy, informational and military measures. The US sanctions against Russia
are unlikely to be repealed in many years to come, and therefore are an instrument of containment and confrontation, not a ﬂexible foreign policy tool.
6. The confrontation between the United States and Russia today is determining many of the policy actions in the third countries and regions, such as Ukraine,
Venezuela and Syria.
7. The scale of information warfare today, and the demonization of President Putin is comparable to demonization of Joseph Stalin in 1950s.
8. Both Russia and the United States accuse each other of regime change politics (i.e., domestic election interference).
9. Both states are also convinced that they are on the right side of history.
Furthermore, Dr. Suslov warned that the contemporary tensions in the U.S.-Russian relationship would lead to re-emergent risks to global security and would
create unique challenges for policymakers. The risks include increased threat of US-Russian “hot” war, escalating to a nuclear level, a new arms race, economic
and political instability and further rise of other players such as China. Dr. Suslov concluded his remarks by suggesting that it would be in the best interest of both
the United States and the Russian Federation to normalize their relations for the beneﬁt of global stability and security. This normalization should start with efforts
to manage the new US-Russian confrontation in order to avoid a direct military clash and uncontrollable arms race. This requires a strong US-Russian dialogue
on strategic stability, which should be conducted disregarding other differences and problems.
Lecture by Dr. Dmitry Suslov ►

▲ Dr. Dmitry Suslov
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February 5, 2020
Exploring Religious-Policy/Security Nexus in Addressing
Contemporary Global Security Challenges
The Kozmetsky Center hosted our ﬁrst event of the new decade on February 7, 2020 entitled "Exploring Religious-Policy/Security Nexus in Addressing Global
Security Challenges." The session was a continuation of the Kozmetsky Center-Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy project series on religion in international
security with the support of NATO Public Diplomacy. Imam Yahya Pallavicini, President of COREIS, the Islamic Religious Community of Italy reﬂected on the
"duty" of religious clerics to contribute to managing human security challenges and joined other SEU faculty, NATO/Brussels, and Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy speakers in emphasizing the urgent need to build collaboration in dealing with the challenges of climate change, violence, war, and much more-promoting dialogue toward peace in a turbulent world from the campus of St. Edward's University.
The discussion explored the importance of religious collaboration with security/policy institutions in addressing global challenges. Panelists offered the following
major conclusions:
● Imam Yahya Pallavicini reﬂected upon the duty all religious communities to contribute to managing human security challenges. Responding to security issues
is not just a responsibility of those immediately affected; it requires leaders and actors from all religious communities to engage in interfaith dialogue, and
religious communities to cooperate with institutions. This is particularly important given the vulnerability of religion to be used inappropriately to give legitimacy to
violence, hatred, and discrimination. Imam Yahya Pallavicini urged religious leaders to defend their doctrine by providing a counter-narrative built on mutual
understanding and interreligious dialogue. Furthermore, he reﬂected on the importance of these conversations being linked to secular institutions, commenting
on the need for collaboration among policy institutions and religious communities in addressing security challenges.
● Policy outcomes are better served by incorporating religious perspectives rather than excluding them in the name of secularism. The panelists discussed the
vital importance of understanding the features of religious faiths and traditions. Religion often forms the assumptions a group of people make about the world;
understanding those assumptions and respecting them is crucial.
● Furthermore, understanding religious context also allows policy leaders to tap into the existing resources in communities. Religious leaders tend to adopt
long-term perspectives on issues that would be beneﬁcial to incorporate in security discussions.
● An attitude of pluralism must be at the center of interfaith dialogue. Given the magnitude of mass migration, now more than ever we will be challenged to
examine and reexamine the nexus of religion and security. Dr. Jennifer Veninga offered suggestions on how we can, “bridge the gaps” between faiths by
accepting and acknowledging differences while seeing the commonalities and opportunity for collaboration.

▲ Imam Yahya Pallavicini, President of COREIS
delivering lecture

▲ After the conclusion of the forum, Despina
Afentouli of NATO oﬀered a guest lecture in
Dr. Matthew De Santis’ class on International
Organizations.
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▲ (from right to left) Dr. Sharyl Cross, Director &
Distinguished Professor Kozmetsky Center,
St. Edward's University; Despina Afentouli ,
Program Manager Partnerships & Cooperative
Security, Regional Coordinator Caucasus &
Central Asia at NATO; Father Lou Brusatti,
St. Edward’s University Professor Emeritus;
Dr. Jennifer Veninga, religious studies professor,
St. Edward’s University; Dr. Kelley Coblentz
Bautch, religious studies professor, St. Edward’s
University; Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou, The
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
(Tufts University)

February 19, 2020
Middle East/Gulf Security
Dr. Ted Karasik, Senior Advisor, Gulf Analytics offered a lecture event on
February 19, 2020 sponsored by the Kozmetsky Center in cooperation with the
World Affairs Council Austin assessing the interplay of cultural, tribal and
geopolitical forces inﬂuencing the complex critical Middle East/North Africa
security environment. Topics spanned the gamut from describing the alignment
of forces and interests within the global Islamic umma, assessing challenges
presented managing relationships with Turkey as a NATO member displaying
an increasingly “neo-Ottoman” orientation, deﬁning the line-up of regional and
external actors uniting on the basis of either a “transformational” or “revolutionary” vision for the future of the ME region, discussing the impact of economic
sanctions on Iran’s foreign policy behavior and evaluating the potential impact
of the coronavirus in the Middle East region and beyond. Dr. Karasik’s advice
for students interested in the region: an interdisciplinary approach is essential;
recognize the problem of underestimating the importance of understanding
distinct cultural factors; there is a problem with relying too heavily on Western
sources in research-no analysis can be sufﬁcient without incorporating primary
source materialFor the past 30 years, Dr. Theodore “Ted” Karasik worked for several U.S.
agencies involved in researching and analyzing defense acquisitions, the use
of military power, and religio-political issues across the Middle East and
Eurasia including the evolution of violent extremism and ﬁnancing networks.
From 2006 until 2016, Dr. Karasik lived in Dubai, UAE where he worked on
Arabian Peninsula foreign policy and security issues surrounding cultural
awareness, cybersecurity, maritime security, counter-piracy, counter-terrorism,
and infrastructure and national resilience. Dr. Karasik was a Senior Political
Scientist in the International Policy and Security Group at RAND Corporation
serving as Director of Research for the RAND Center for Middle East Public
Policy from 2002-2003. He earned a PhD in History from the University of
California, Los Angeles in four ﬁelds: Middle East, Russia, the Caucasus with
additional concentration in Cultural Anthropology focusing on tribes and clans
from Central Asia to East Africa.

▲ Theodore “Ted” Karasik, PhD
Senior Advisor, Gulf State Analytics
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March 5, 2020
“A Cambodian Spring”
On March 5, the Kozmetsky Center hosted a screening of “A Cambodian Spring” dealing with public activism and protests over inequality and land rights.
Winner of the Brooklyn Film Festival “Best Documentary,” A Cambodian Spring features the personal accounts of activists leading a movement to overthrow
the dictatorial regime on Hun Sen. The ﬁlm exposes political corruption and the human rights crisis in the country, and origins of political activism among its
most vulnerable citizens. This ﬁlm is a testimony “of the struggle for dignity and justice, and a window into the sober reality of a nation and its possibilities for
change.” SEU Professors Dr. Jooyoun Lee (Global Studies) and Dr. Imran Khan (History), subject area experts on Asia/ Southeast Asia, offered their
perspectives and led a discussion with SEU students following the ﬁlm.

▲ SEU Professors Dr. Imran Khan (History) & Dr. Jooyoun
Lee (Global Studies) oﬀering comments on "A Cambodian
Spring" at the Jones Global Events Center
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April 21, 2020
“The Existential Global Climate Change Challenge”
Hans Joachim (“John”) Schellnhuber studied Physics and
Mathematics and completed his Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics at
the University of Regensburg. He has published extensively on
topics of climate change, global warming, and security topics at
the intersection of science and earth systems and space.
Professor Schellnhuber served as founding director of the
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) in Germany
from 1991 - 2018 and was research director at the Tyndall Centre
for Climate Change Research in Great Britain from 2001-2005.
He is a member of the Pontiﬁcal Academy of Sciences, the
German National Academy Leopoldina, the US National
Academy of Sciences, and the Academia Europaea, and the
recipient of the German Environment Prize (2007), Volvo
Environment Prize (2011) and Blue Planet Prize (2017). Dr.
Schellnhuber served as a scientiﬁc advisor to several eminent
political and religious leaders, including German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, European Commission President José Manuel
Barroso and Pope Francis. He has been a member of the
German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) since its
establishment in 1992 and contributed to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2007. Dr. Schellnhuber’s lecture deﬁned sources of
climate change and the threat posed to earth systems by global
warming.
Dr. Schellnhuber was quoted in a BBC article of July 2019 stating
that "The climate math is brutally clear: While the world can't be
healed within the next few years, it may be fatally wounded by
negligence until 2020.”
Dr. Schellnhuber suggested to the SEU community that the
COVID-19 pandemic might procide “ shock assisted transformation” facilitating conditions to help counter the global climate
crisis.
.

▲ Professor Hans Joachim Schellnhuber delivering lecture
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▲ Professor Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, PhD
Director Emeritus, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK)
.

April 30, 2020
Covid-19 Global Pandemic

Our ﬁnal Kozmetsky Center forum for the Spring 2020 semester featured prior contributors to our campus programs of the national & global communities
speaking via ZOOM on the topic “COVID - 19 Global Pandemic: Comparing Global Perspectives on National Reponses, Geopolitical, Economic & Security
Consequences’’. Issues included: 1) Critical Importance of Preparedness & Global Coordination & Cooperation; 2) Problems with Lack of Conﬁdence in the
Public Information Space & Media; 3) Importance of Transparency, Truth & Willingness to Share Information Among Nations; 4) The Role for Authentic
Leadership, Trust & Consistency; 5) Issues Surrounding Freedom, Civil Liberties, Monitoring; 6) Coordinating Federal, State & Local Responses; 7)
Balancing Economic Security with Protecting Health & Life; 8) Responsibility for Rendering Assistance to Local & Global Communities Lacking Resources to
Manage the Pandemic; 9) Shifting Geopolitical Challenges Created by the Global Pandemic; 10) Responsibility & Relationship of China & the World Health
Organization/WHO in Managing the Crisis; 11) Impact of the Pandemic on Assessing National, Global & Human Security, & more. Speakers offering
different national and cultural perspectives included Dr. Ted Karasik, Gulf Analytics, Washington DC, Dr. Tatiana Shakleina, Moscow State Institute of
International Relations, Admiral Alberto Cervone, Rome, Dr. Valbona Zeneli, George C. Marshall Center, Germany, Dr. David Sacko, U.S. Air Force
Academy & Dr. Lourdes Casanova, Emerging Markets Institute, Cornell University. The Kozmetsky Center will continue to host periodic discussions among
a diversity of experts to help SEU students in exploring & understanding the transformative changes affecting so many aspects of our societies & lives that
are likely to be brought about by the global COVID19 pandemic.
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September 22, 2020
Coping with Covid-19
Professor Andrew Natsios, former Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) called for creating a new global early-warning
system that might have been effective in early detection of the COVID19 virus threat. He recently released a report together with his colleagues at the
Scowcroft Institute/Texas A & M University entitled “Preparing for a Collision” focused on the escalating challenges posed by the spread of COVID19 with
seasonal inﬂuenza offering speciﬁc recommendations to avoid overwhelming medical capacity. Dr. Natsios delivered a lecture session for SEU students,
faculty and alums via zoom video conference focusing on the importance of preparedness and problems in coordinating U.S and global responses to the
pandemic challenge.

12  Kozmetsky Center Bi-Annual Review 2019-2020 - 2020-2021

September 28, 2020
Exploring Private Sector Contributions to Sustainable
Development: South East Europe Case
This international conference hosted via ZOOM Webinar from our campus
brought together academic experts on emerging economies, representatives
of the American and European policy communities with leaders of the local
Austin and global private sector/investment worlds to share professional
experience, vision and research.
This session was the sixth in our annual collaborative multi-year conference
series in transatlantic security held in cooperation with the Center for
European Studies and Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian
Studies at the University of Texas, Austin supported by a United States
Department of Education Title VI National Resource Program grant. This
session focused on the role of private sector in supporting sustainable
development. We were also delighted to welcome our participating partners
for this event including the Atlantic Council of Montenegro, World Affairs
Council Austin and the Texas-EU Business Summit.
Among our featured speakers were:
Ambassador Pjer Šimunović, Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to the
United States
Ambassador Vesko Garčević, Professor of Practice of International
Relations, Fredrick S. Pardee School of Global Studies, Boston University,
former Ambassador of Montenegro in Brussels (NATO) and Vienna (OSCE)
Dr. Bhaskar Chakravorti, Dean of Global Business at The Fletcher School,
Tufts University and Executive Director of Fletcher’s Institute for Business in
the Global Context
Dr. Lourdes Casanova, Director of the Emerging Markets Institute at Cornell
University
Dr. Milica Pejanović-Đurišić, Ambassador of Montenegro to the United
Nations and former Minister of Defense of Montenegro
Dr. Vuk Jeremić, President of the Center for International Relations and
Sustainable Development in Serbia, former Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Serbia and President of the United Nations General Assembly 67th Session
Mayor Erion Veliaj, City of Tirana, Albania
Dr. Phoebe Koundouri, Professor, Athens University of Economics and
Business, President-Elect European Association on Environmental Resource
Economists and Co-Chair United Nations Sustainable Development Security
Network Greece
Dr. Mirjana Matešić, Director, Croatian Business Council for Sustainable
Development,
Representatives of the Ofﬁce of the Governor of Texas (Michael Treyger,
Deputy Director of Economic Development), City of Austin (Lucia Athens,
Chief Sustainability Ofﬁcer) and leaders of Austin - based global divisions of
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major corporations provided insights based on sustainable development,
investment and operations experiences in Texas and throughout the world.

Dr. Bhaskar Chakravorti,

Dean of Global Business, Chair,
Council on Emerging Market
Enterprises (CEME), The Fletcher
School, Tufts UNi., Medford, MA,USA

Dr. Lourdes Casanova,

Director, Emerging Markets Institue,
S.C Johnson Graduate School of
Management, Cornell University, NY

Dr. Andrzej Raskowski,

Faculty of Economics, Management
& Tourism, Wroclaw University of
Economics & Business, Jelenia
Gora, Poland

Dr. David Altounian,

Associate Dean, Bill Munday
School of Business & Mentor
Capital Factory Austin

Ambassador Pjer
Šimunović,

Ambassador of the Republic of
Croatia to the United States

Dr. Marianne WardPeradoza,

Mr. Vuk Jeremic,

President, Center for International
Relations and Sustainable
Development, Belgrade Serbia

Dr. Mirjana Matešić,

Dr. Milica
Pejanović-Đurišic,

Ambassador of Montenegro to the
United States

Dr. Savo Kentera,

Dean, Bill Munday School of
Business, St. Edward’s University

Director, Croatian Business Council
for Sustainable Development ,
Zagreb, Croatia

President, Atlantic Council,
Montenegro

Dr. Valbona Zeneli,

Dr. DJ Peterson,

Mr. Michael Treyger,

Professor, George C. Marshall
Center, Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
Germeny

Mr. Kyle Ballarta,
CEO Falcon Ventures

President, Longview
Global Advisors

Mr. Mike Stinson,

Marketing Executive Open Prairie
Ventures LLC and consultant,
Hewlett Packard Inc.

Deputy Director Economic
Development, Office of the Governor,
State of Taxes, Austin

Mr. Daniel Zoltani,

Global Programs Director, Whole
Planet Foundation, Whole Food,
Austin

Mayor Erion Veliaj,
City of Tirana, Albania

Dr. Phoebe Koundouri,

Professor Athens University of Economics
and Business

Ms. Lucia Athens,

Chief Sustainability Officer, City of
Austin

Mr. Mortada Mohamed,
President, World Affairs Council,
Austin

Featured Speakers
Mr. Mark Kovacevic,
CEO Signet, Belgrade
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Mr. Pavel lliev,

Executive Director, UBS Bank,
Zurich

Ambassador Vesko Garčević,
Professor, of the Practice of Internatioanal
Relations,Frederick S.Pardee School of
Global Studies, Boston Uni. Former
Ambassador of Montenegro in Brussels
(NATO) & Vienna (OSCE)

October 14, 2020
Documentary Film Screening of “Stars and Strife”
On Wednesday October 14, the Kozmetsky Center hosted a screening of the
documentary ﬁlm “Stars & Strife” written and directed by New York Times
best-selling author, David Smick. The ﬁlm offers views from past political leaders,
business ﬁgures, academics, activists and former members of extremist groups
on the current sharp polarization in the United States and the risks of perpetual
divisiveness for the future of our society. “This ﬁlm explores the epidemic of hate
… how we can overcome the forces of division to meet the challenges of our
time and live up to the promises of our founding…most of all, the ﬁlm is about
why we need to rediscover empathy — the lost heart of America” Smick said.
SEU Professors Dr. Rodrigo Nunes (Global Studies) and Dr. Brian Smith
(Political Science) offered their impressions and thoughts on the documentary
followed by discussion among SEU students. David Smick, producer of "Stars &
Strife,” joined the St. Edward's University community for the discussion. This
event provided a space to come together to share a diversity of views among the
SEU community on the extraordinary circumstances confronting our nation at
this time.

▲ Documentry ﬁlm “Star and Strife” cover image
.

▲ Screening of the documentry “ Stars and Strife”
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November 23, 2020
U.S Ambassadors on America and the World
On November 23, the Kozmetsky Center hosted a forum with U.S. Ambassadors (Ret.) Mary Ann Peters, Kenneth Yalowitz & Roger Harrison to discuss
perspectives on the role for diplomacy in American foreign policy and offer thoughts on the post-election transition underway with respect to global geopolitical, security and economic challenges and opportunities, relationships with allies and adversaries. Our speakers also offered advice for SEU students on
preparation for careers in the Foreign Service.
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▲ U.S. Ambassadors (Ret.) Kenneth Yalowitz , Mary Ann Peters , Roger Harrison and Dr. Sharyl Cross moderating forum event via zoom

▲ Mary Ann Peters
U.S Ambassador to Bangladesh
2000-2003

▲ Ken Yalowitz
U.S Ambassador to Belarus 1994-1997
and Georgia 1998-2001
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▲ Roger Harrison
U.S Ambassador to Jordan 1990-1993

February 25, 2021
COVID-19 Global Pandemic
On February 25, we held the second session in our series entitled "COVID19 Global Pandemic: Comparing Perspectives on National Responses, Geopolitical, Economic & Security Consequences." These sessions provide contributions from global professionals afﬁliated with the Kozmetsky Center speakers
network to offer country-speciﬁc views on the COVID19 pandemic including lessons learned and assessment regarding national and world security, economic
and societal conditions. Speaker included Dr. Su Changhe, Vice Dean of the School of International and Diplomatic Affairs (SIDA), Fudan University
[Shanghai, China]; Dr. Deepika Saraswat, Research Fellow, India Council of World Affairs [New Dehli, India]; Dr. Dmitry Suslov, Professor Higher School of
Economics & Valdai Group [Moscow, Russia]; Ms. Despina Afentouli, NATO Public Diplomacy [Brussels, Belgium & Athens, Greece]; Dr. Marios Efthymiopoulos, Dean, College of Security and Global Studies [Dubai, United Arab Emirates]; Dr. Mary Ulrich, Distinguished Professor, U.S. Air Force Academy [Colorado
Springs, USA] and Dr. Ted Karasik Senior Analyst, Gulf Analytics & former U.S. Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center (AMIC)/Pandemics [Washington
DC, USA].
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March 23, 2021
Impact of COVID-19 on Migrant Communities
On March 23, the Kozmetsky Center welcomed Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera to return to speak to the St. Edward’s University community on the topic
“Impact of COVID19 on Migrant Communities.” Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera is Associate Professor at the Schar School of Policy and Government, George
Mason University in Washington DC. Her areas of expertise are Mexico-U.S. relations, organized crime, immigration, border security, social movements and
human trafﬁcking. Her most recent book is titled Los Zetas Inc.: Criminal Corporations, Energy, and Civil War in Mexico (University of Texas Press, 2017;
Spanish version: Planeta, 2018). Professor Correa-Cabrera is co-editor (with Victor Konrad) of the volume titled North American Borders in Comparative
Perspective: Re-Bordering Canada, The United States of America and Mexico in the 21st Century (University of Arizona Press, 2020). She is currently working
on a new book project that analyzes social movements, counterinsurgency tactics and migrant caravans, tentatively titled: The Networks of Mass Migrations,
Social Protest and Counterinsurgency: Revising New Social Movement Theories. Dr. Correa-Cabrera is Global Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars, Non-resident Scholar at the Baker Institute’s Center for the United States and Mexico at Rice University and past President of the
Association for Borderlands Studies. She holds a Ph.D., M. Phil and M.A. in political science from The New School for Social Research, and a B.A. in
economics from the Universidad Iberoamericana.
.
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April 12, 2021
Exploring Religion and Violent Extremism
On April 12, our session opened with co-directors of The Kozmetsky Center and the Initiative on Religion, Law, and Diplomacy at the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy at Tufts University providing an update on our “Religion-Policy/Security Nexus” multi-year project. The April 12, session entitled “Exploring
Religion and Violent Extremism Across Comparative National Contexts: Motivation, Distortion and Exploitation?” provided an opportunity for panelists to share
research perspectives and ﬁndings on the ways in which texts and teachings of major religious traditions (Islam, Christianity, Buddhism and others) are
distorted and exploited to justify extremist political violence. Speakers included Dr. John Jay LeBeau, twenty ﬁve year veteran U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) career professional, Chair Emeritus, Combatting Terrorism Workshop, Partnership for Peace Consortium and former Professor of International
Security, University Massachusetts, Amherst and Professor of U.S. National Security Studies, Program on Terrorism and Security Studies, George C.
Marshall Center, Dr. Kumar Ramakrishna, Associate Professor and Associate Dean, Head of International Centre for Violence and Terrorism Research,
Research Advisor to the National Security Studies Program, S. Rajaratham School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University (Singapore),
Professor Matthew Feldman, Director Center for the Analysis of the Radical Right, The American University, London, Dr. Louie Dean Valencia-Garcia, Senior
Fellow, Center for the Analysis of the Radical Right and Assistant Professor History, Texas State University and Dr. Anastasia Mitrofanova, Senior Research
Scholar (Sociology), Russian Academy of Sciences. Dr. Kelley Colbentz-Bautch, Professor of Religious Studies, St. Edward's University and Father Peter
Walsh, Director St. Edward’s University Campus Ministry offered perspectives serving as discussants for the forum. Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou (Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University) joined Kozmetsky Center Director Dr. Sharyl Cross as co-moderator for the session.
.
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April 20, 2021

Annual United States - Russia - Germany
International Student Seminar:
What is at Stake Now? Global Student Dialogue

▲ The students of three universities gathered via ZOOM webinar for the Austin, USA-Moscow, Russia-Jena, ▲
Germany discussion on the recent book “ What is at the stake now”

Faculty sponsors included Dr. Carolina Rehrmann, Executive Director of the Jena Center for Reconciliations Studies, Dr. Igor Okunev, Director Center for
Spatial Analysis in International Relations, Institute of Internation Relations, MGIMO University, Dr. Bill Nichols, Chair of Global Studies, SEU and Dr. Brenda
Vallance, Professor, Political Science, SEU
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Forum on Global Investment, Finance,
Emerging Markets and Geopolitical Risk,
sponsored by the Kozmetsky Center of
Excellence in Global Finance, St. Edward's
University in partnership with World Aﬀairs
Council Austin
The 21st century global economy is characterized by unprecedented
interdependence, complexity, opportunity and risk. Our forum supports
students of St. Edward's University and Austin-based entrepreneurs in
recognizing both the vast opportunities and daunting risks involved in global
investment and to successfully and responsibly navigate the global economic
and political landscape. We seek to serve as a bridge between academic
experience and the professional world of global investment, ﬁnance and
geopolitical risk providing unique insights for students preparing for future
careers with the hope of advancing responsible and ethical participation in
global business, economic development and policy.

private and public sectors in areas of global economics, ﬁnance, investment
and policy
-Promoting the participation of the forum network in events such as the
Austin-based Texas-EU Business Summit and other global business focused
sessions at the local, national, international levels promoting global
engagement of the SEU community

Objectives:

-To contribute to responsible growth and development of Austin-based
investment in the dynamic 21st century global economy;
-To explore strategies for developing models of investment in emerging
markets yielding both proﬁts and contributions to global and local sustainable
development;
-To identify both opportunities and geopolitical risks for Austin-based
investment in global emerging markets;
-To serve as a resource for knowledge exchange and sharing of best
practices among the Austin based private sector, government and SEU
students preparing for careers in global economics, ﬁnance, investment and
international policy;
-To cultivate a sustained network among the Austin and St. Edward's
University community interested in global investment, emerging markets and
responsible sustainable global and local development;

Activities:

-Holding a monthly (ﬁrst Tuesday of each month) roundtable meeting
bringing together representatives of the Austin private sector, government,
faculty and students of the St. Edward's community involved in international
business and global studies to assess and discuss expert lectures/podcasts,
case study experiences, publications on topics of global investment, ﬁnance,
emerging markets and geopolitical risk; sessions are held on the campus of
St. Edward's University, and via zoom meeting and webinar or at local
venues sponsored by the World Affairs Council of Austin
-Supporting the educational and professional development of SEU students
concentrating in International Business and Global Area Studies through
identifying potential internships and service learning opportunities in the
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▲ Guest lecture with Dr. Lourdes Casanova, Director, Emerging Markets
Institute, Cornell University hosted in cooperation with Martin Morales,
Senior Vice President, BBVA

"The Way of the Laowai: The Importance of International
Self Awareness for Business"
The Kozmetsky Center & World Affairs Council Austin launched our Forum on Global Investment, Finance, Emerging Markets & Political Risk on February
4, 2020 featuring a lecture event hosted at the BBVA conference center in Austin with the support of Senior Vice President Relationship Manager at BBVA,
Martin Morales. We were delighted to join World Affairs Council President Mortada Mohamed, Vice President Ben Ramirez & their team to host Tyler
Johnson, CSO of iQuate, Inc. & author of "The Way of the Laowai: The Importance of International Self Awareness for Business" to speak on "lessons
learned" doing business in China as our featured speaker. The forum serves as a resource for knowledge exchange & sharing best practices among the
Austin based private sector, government & St. Edward's University students & faculty working in global business, ﬁnance, investment, economic development & international policy.

▲ A lecture featuring event hosted at the BBVA conferencecentre in Austin

Rodger Baker, Senior Vice - President for Strategic Analysis at
Stratfor on the Indo - Paciﬁc
On October 6, 2020 Rodger Baker, Senior Vice President for Strategic Analysis at
Stratfor spoke for the Kozmetsky Center-World Affairs Council Forum on security and
economic developments in the Indo-Paciﬁc region. Rodger Baker leads Stratfor’s
strategic thinking on global issues and future trends. As Stratfor’s senior analyst, Mr.
Baker guides the company’s analytical process, to include the development of
international analyst teams to reﬁne their understanding and application of Stratfor’s
proprietary methodology grounded in the study of applied geopolitics and intelligence
analysis.

▲ Rodger Baker, Senior VP for Strategic Analysis at Startfor
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November 30, 2020
Country Brief: U.S Embassy Brazil
On November 3, the Kozmetsky Center joined the World Affairs Council Austin to host a program focused on Brazil for the SEU student & Austin community.
The country team of the United States Embassy in Brazil offered a series of brieﬁngs on Brazil's short- & long-term economic prospects, United States-Brazilian
trade & investment & professional employment & internship opportunities available to SEU students with the U.S. State Department.

▲ Brazil Country Overview
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▲ Brazil Country session via zoom

December 01, 2020
Focus on Africa
The Kozmetsky Center and World Affairs Council Austin were pleased to sponsor a
session focused on Africa with Melissa Sanderson in our forum series "Global
Investment, Finance, Emerging Markets & Political Risk." Melissa Sanderson
previously served as a U.S. Foreign Service Ofﬁcer in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Vice-President of Global Operations Freeport McMoRan, Inc. She
currently chairs the Arizona District Export Council, Phoenix Committee on Foreign
Relations and is President of Mel Sanderson Consulting offering support for
expanding business operations and investment throughout the continent of Africa.
Melissa Sanderson reﬂected on the importance of cross-cultural communication and
commitment to fostering a working environment of diversity and inclusivity as critical
factors for success in both diplomatic service and global business.

February 02, 2021
United States and China
The Kozmetsky Center-World Affairs Council Austin Forum on Global Investment,
Finance, Emerging Markets & Political Risk hosted a session on China with David J.
Firestein, President & CEO of the George H.W. Bush Foundation for U.S.-China
Relations; Discussion focused on the role of China as simultaneously the "greatest
competitor" & "indispensable partner" for the United States; Firestein anticipates a
transition away from the prevalent focus on China as an "enemy" during the Trump
era toward increasingly approaching China as a "formidable competitor" among the
Biden foreign policy team; Firestein called for placing priority on crafting measures to
enhance reciprocity in the U.S. -China bilateral relationship

▲ David J.Firestein delivering lecture via zoom
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March 02, 2021
SEU Alum: Global Internship Portfolio
On March 2, the Kozmetsky Center and World Affairs Council Austin hosted SEU '02 Alum Carlos Balderas Global Supply Manager at Tesla to meet for
discussion with SEU students on the importance of developing a diversiﬁed internship portfolio to include global experience. Mr. Balderas offered several
valuable suggestions emphasizing the importance of identifying areas of keen interest for professional development, cultivating professional networks,
building cultural competence, utilizing social media as a resource for pursuing internship opportunities, and much more.

April 06, 2021
Cyber Challenges
On April 6, the Kozmetsky Center and World Affairs Council Austin hosted a session on
cybersecurity with industry expert Donovan Blaylock, Director of Solutions Engineering in
Austin. Mr. Blaylock is a leading expert in identity access, governance, security and
automation spaces. He offered major insights from his current focus on machine and
non- human identity security, cloud access, Ai access automation and identity access
programs from launch to maturity.
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Publication Brieﬁng Series
The Kozmetsky Center brieﬁng series features succinct policy relevant contributions by our U.S. and international speakers representing a diversity of national
and professional perspectives. Contributors summarize current research ﬁndings deﬁning implications for the policy community in addressing topics of critical
global relevance. The series provides a resource useful for students, academic research and the policy, private sector and civic communities.
Full articles are published here: https://kozmetskycenter.org/brieﬁngs/

Iran Grand Strategy Coming of Age, September-October 2019
Heidi E. Lane, PhD, Associate Professor of Strategy and Policy and Director of
the Middle East Research Study Group at U.S. Naval War College
Professor Lane discusses three core principles and competing interests that make up Iranian grand
strategy. She argues that Iranian grand strategy has been remarkably consistent in delivering speciﬁc
national interests while simultaneously considered by many nations as incoherent and often dangerously irresponsible. The author contends that Iran's narrative, based on nationalism, religious elitism and
historical memory, combines soft and hard power elements to consolidate and extend regional and
global inﬂuence.

Eastern Partnership Countries on the Cross-Roads of the Eurasian Geopolitics:
USA, European Union (EU), Russia, and China, November-December 2019
Ruben Elamiryan, PhD, Associate Professor at the Chair of Political Governance and Public Policy, Public Administration Academy of Armenia, Lecturer
at the Chair of World Politics and International Relations, Russian-Armenian
University and 2018-2019 Visiting Fulbright Scholar, Department of Near
Eastern Studies, Princeton University
The Eastern Partnership (EaP) region encompassing Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova,
and Ukraine has been of strategic interest for Eurasian and non-Eurasian powers for centuries. These
countries have traditionally been centers of great power competition due to their geographic location as
well as their natural resources. In his paper, Dr. Elamiryan analyzes the respective interests of the
United States, the European Union (EU), Russia, and China in the EaP region. Furthermore, the author
reveals and assesses those complementary long-term interests of the stakeholders which could serve
as a basis for cooperative coexistence and the development of a culture of collaboration for all actors in
the EaP region.
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Five Forces Driving the World's Political Risk Supercycle, December 2019 January 2020
Demosthenes James (DJ) Peterson, PhD, President, Longview Global Advisors
The global political environment has been characterized as unprecedented, volatile, and dangerous—epitomized by an upsurge in populism and authoritarianism. This article connects the dots and
shows how the megatrend is rooted in ﬁve major, interconnected political forces: 1) slow growth, 2)
inequalities in income and opportunities, 3) perceptions that governing institutions are unresponsive, 4)
political entrepreneurs or insurgents, and 5) a hyperconnected social media environment. These forces
are driving an enduring, global political risk supercycle that cannot be ignored. The analysis deﬁnes
trends relevant for global policymakers and speciﬁcally suggests three ways business leaders can
respond to the threat.

The Information Apocalypse and Beyond, January - February 2020
Major General Mari K. Eder, U.S. Army, (Ret.)
The Information Apocalypse means the public trust is unraveling in democratic institutions, their
products and outputs, primarily news, information and most critically, ideas and values. The ever-expanding role of technology in our lives serves as an accelerant, speeding up not only change but our
abilities to keep pace and to control our responses. Yet even as the Apocalypse deepens the tide is
beginning to turn and we can expect to see changes in how institutions and individuals protect privacy
and develop media literacy to discern truth from false narratives.

Did the World Health Organization (WHO) Cover for China? March-April 2020
Theodore Karasik, PhD, Senior Advisor to Gulf State Analytics and Fellow at
the Jamestown Foundation
There is no question that both the World Health Organization (WHO) and China could have done a
better job in contending with the COVID-19 pandemic. To be sure, speed and efﬁciency are two words
that were not practiced at the beginning of the outbreak because of the WHO's many contentious public
statements and tweets during the initial stage of the pandemic. Dr. Karasik explores the relationship
between the WHO and China in managing the COVID-19 pandemic and suggests implications for US
and global policy.
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Recent Kozmetsky Senior Interns 2019-2021
The Kozmetsky Center Senior Internship offers SEU students opportunities to develop professional experience in supporting global programs and projects.
Participation of the Senior Interns in Kozmetsky Center programs and engaging in discussion with expert speakers has been valuable for students in pursuing
post-graduate educational development and deﬁning career directions and areas of interest.

Rania Lewis double majored in International Business and Business Administration with interests
in foreign policy, civil advocacy, and international relations. Rania held various leadership roles on
campus, including Orientation Coordinator and Leader for the Ofﬁce of Student Involvement and the
Internal Affairs Director for the Student Government Association. Outside of campus, Rania served as a
Legislative Intern in the Texas and United States House of Representatives for Representative Carl
Sherman and Congressman Lloyd Doggett. She was the legal team member for the United Nation’s
Social Development International (SODEIT) organization offering her knowledge to assist citizens of
Cameroon during COVID-19. Rania maintained an outstanding academic record at St. Edwards
University and is Founder and President of the Global Business & Policy Leaders Society, and a
member of the business-professional fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi. As a Rotary International Scholar, Rania
is continuing her graduate study at Queen's University in Belfast Ireland concentrating in Conﬂict
Transformation and Social Justice.

Kate Hanlon

majored in Political Science at St. Edward’s University, concentrating in the areas of
international conﬂict and cooperation, and security and stabilization operations with a regional focus on
East Asia. Kate was an Army Reserve Ofﬁcer Training Corps (ROTC) Cadet at the University of Texas
at Austin, where she was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in Spring 2020. Kate participated in the
Army Cultural Understanding and Leadership Program in Poland, where she trained with the Wrocław
Multinational Brigade and Military Academy of Land Forces. She also participated in Project Global
Ofﬁcer in 2018 studying the Chinese language in Shanghai, China. Kate served in leadership roles in
her battalion in several capacities including acting as an Operations Ofﬁcer and Ranger team Captain.
She held an internship at United States Army European Command in Stuttgart, Germany, in Summer
2019, working with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Kate maintained
an outstanding academic record as a Dean’s list recipient, Honor’s Program participant, and Pi Sigma
Alpha member. After graduating in May 2020, Kate pursued a career in Military Intelligence and Civil
Affairs with a regional focus on East Asia.

Christopher Leonard majored in Global Studies concentrating in the areas of international
conﬂict, cooperation, and security with a regional focus on the Middle East. Chris enlisted in the United
States Army in 2009-2015 and currently serves in the Texas National Guard. While in the armed
services, he studied Farsi at the Defense Language Institute. Chris served in various leadership and
operations assignments across the globe, including Camp Humphreys (South Korea), Kandahar
(Afghanistan), and Fort Hood (Texas, USA). After completing his studies at SEU consistently maintaining a 3.9 GPA while working full-time, Chris is pursuing a career in national security and intelligence
following graduation in December 2019.
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Alessandra Urbina double majored in Computer Information Science and Global Studies at St.
Edward’s University, concentrating in international conﬂict, cooperation, and security with a regional
focus on East Asia. Alessandra served in numerous leadership roles on campus, including Special
Events and Outreach Coordinator for the Equity & Justice Council and Peer Group Leader for the
Freshman Studies’ Global Understanding Program. Alessandra was also Co-founder and President of
the International Affairs Society at St. Edward's University. Funded by the Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship, she studied East Asian peace and integration, multiculturalism, and North Korean
politics and foreign policy at Yonsei University in Seoul, South Korea, during summer 2019. Alessandra
is an Honor’s Program participant and McNair Scholar at SEU. She plans to pursue graduate school and
a professional career in international security, human rights, and/or linguistics.

Ryan Lamson

majored in Global Studies at St. Edward’s University concentrating in the areas of
international conﬂict, cooperation, and security with a regional focus on Latin America (Spanish). Ryan
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in 2007 and served in various leadership and security
assignments at the US Embassies in Kabul, Brussels, and the US Consulate in Karachi. Among several
assignments from 2007-2015 in the USMC, Ryan was an infantry squad leader and US Embassy
security guard, which included providing security support for the POTUS and Secretary of State. In
addition, he held a leadership post in Family Readiness, assisting service members and their families
deployed overseas in establishing associations with local communities. Ryan holds the Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, and Department of State Meritorious Honor Award.
Completing his studies at SEU with honors, Ryan is pursuing graduate study In 2019, Ryan was
selected for the prestigious national Boren Scholarship for study in India leading to federal public service
and a professional career in the international security area.

Alesondra Cruz

majored in Political Science at St. Edward’s University with interests in
international relations, international institutions, and political economy. In Fall 2017, Alesondra studied at
American University in Rome, completing coursework in international relations, international human
rights, and migration. She has served as a Legislative Intern in the Texas House of Representatives on
the staff of Representative Matt Rinaldi. While maintaining an outstanding academic record as a
President’s Merit Scholar, Honor’s Program participant, Alpha Chi, and Alpha Lambda Delta Honor
Society member, CATO Institute Bastiat Scholar, Alesondra was also active in supporting community
efforts including participating in refugee work at III Soggiorno in Rome, working as a refugee tutor for the
SERVE Austin program, participating in The Annette Strauss Institute for Civic Life and New Politics
Forum as a Texas Civic Ambassador and much more. She has been a St. Edward’s University
Orchestra Flautist. A native of Richmond, Texas, Alesondra completed her undergraduate degree in
Political Science in Spring 2019 and was accepted into the 2019 cohort for the John Jay Fellows
Program in Langhorne, Pennsylvania.
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OUR DIRECTOR
Sharyl Cross, PhD, is director of the Kozmetsky Center at St. Edward’s University and Global Policy Scholar at the Kennan Institute,
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C., Dr. Cross was Professor at the George C. Marshall European
Center for Security Studies in Garmisch-Partenkirchen Germany from 2005-2013 where she was Director of Academics for both the
Program in Advanced Security Studies and Senior Executive Seminar, and previously had been appointed Distinguished Professor of
Political Science at the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. She earned a Ph.D. in Political Science from the
University of California, Los Angeles with concentrations in international relations, comparative politics, and American foreign and security
policy. While in the UCLA graduate program, she was a fellowship scholar at the RAND Corporation completing the UCLA and RAND
programs in Russian area and policy studies. Dr. Cross was a Senior Fulbright Scholar and Professor in Moscow serving on the faculty of
the Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO) and the Institute of USA and Canada Studies, Russian Academy of
Sciences and Visiting Professor of Transatlantic Security and International Politics at the Institute of Political Studies at Sciences Po. She
served as Visiting Assistant/Associate Professor of Transregional Security Studies (Russia/Eurasia and Latin America) at the United
States Air War College at Maxwell AFB and was awarded a Resident Post-Doctoral Fellowship Scholar at the Hoover Institution at
Stanford University to complete publications on her dissertation topic. Professor Cross has published widely in leading academic and
policy sources on US/NATO-Russia security Issues, Russian foreign policy, Sino-Russian relations, Southeast European security and
security sector reform, religious dimensions of security, and sources of violent extremism and terrorism. She has briefed/consulted for the
U.S. State Department, U.S. Congress, Ofﬁce of the Secretary of Defense, and among senior policy and defense institutions throughout
Europe and Eurasia. Her most recent book entitled China, Russia and Twenty FirCentury Global Geopolitics was
published by Oxford University Press in 2018. Originally from Arizona, Dr. Cross graduated Phi Beta Kappa with Honors in Political
Science from the University of Arizona.

▲ Kozmetsky Center Director Dr. Sharyl Cross bringing SEU students together
with students of Moscow State Institute of International Relations MGIMO
(Russia) and Friedrich Schiller University (Germany) for discussions on
contemporary issues in global security, economy and international relations

The Kozmetsky Center would like to extend a special thanks to our SEU staff and contractors
supporting our programs for 2019-2020 & 2020-2021 including Joseph Sadek, Theresa Zelazny,
Juanita Servin, Camille Saad, Kiran Nasim, Kel Brigance and James Carey
For additional information and video recordings of Kozmetsky Center programs, student
internship and overseas study opportunities and publications, please see our website:
www.kozmetskycenter.org
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2019 - 2021
Contributors to Kozmetsky Center Programs
► Despina Afentouli,
Program Manager , NATO Public Diplomacy Brussels,
Belgium & Athens, Greece

► Dr. Marios P. Efthymiopoulos,
Dean, College of Security and Global Studies,
Associate Professor, American University, UAE

► Dr. Lucia Athens,
Cheif Sustainability officer, City of Austin

► Professor Matthew Feldman,
Director Center for the Analysis of the Radical Right,
The American University, London

► Rodger Baker,
Senior VP for Strategic Analysis at Stratfor
► Carlos Balderas,
Global; Supply Manager, Tesla; Former HUB Program
Manager, Texas Department of Transportation;2002
St. Edward’s University Alum, School of Arts and
Humanities
► Kyle Ballarta,
CEO Falcon Ventures
► Valerie Belon,
Economic Counselor, U.S. Embassy, Brazil
► Donovan Blaylock,
Director of Solutions Engineering, Austin
► Dr. Paul Bolt,
Chair, Political Science Dept. , United States Air Force
Academy Colorado Springs
► Ian Brown,
Political Officer, U.S. Embassy, Brazil
► Dr. Lourdes Casanova,
Director, Emerging Markets Institute Cornell University New York City
► Dr. Alberto Cervone,
Rear Admiral (Ret.), Italian Navy, Rome
► Dr. Bhaskar Chakravorti,
Dean of Global Business at The Fletcher School,
Tufts University and Executive Director of Fletcher’s
Institue for Business in the Global Context
► Dr. Su Changhe,
Vice Dean, School of International and Diplomatic
Affairs at Fudan University Shanghai, China
► Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, PhD,
Associate Professor at The Schar School of Policy
and Government, George Mason University in
Washington DC
► Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Mari K. Eder, PhD,
Major General (Retired), United States Army
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► David J. Firestein,
President and CEO, George H.W. Bush Foundation
for U.S China Relations; Former Executive Director,
China Public Policy Center at UT-Austin; Former
Clinical Professor, Lyndon B, Johnson School of
Public Affairs
► Ambassador Vesko Garčević,
Professor of Practice of International Relations,
Fredrick S. Pardee School of Global Studies, Boston
University, former Ambassador of Montenegro in
Brussels (NATO) and Vienna (OSCE)
► Ambassador Roger Harrison,
U.S. Ambassador (Ret.) to Jordan 1990-1993
► Dr. Vuk Jeremić,
President of the Center for International Relations and
Sustainable Development in Serbia, former Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Serbia and President of the United
Nations General Assembly 67th Session
► Tyler Johnson,
CSO of iQuate, Inc & Author of “ The Way of the
Laowai”
► Dr. Theodore “Ted” Karasik,
Senior Advisor, Gulf Analytics and former US Armed
Forces Medical Intelligence Center Washington DC
► Dr. Savo Kentera,
President, Atlantic Council, Montenegro
► Dr. Phoebe Koundouri,
Professor, Athens University of Economics and Business
► Dr. Imran Khan,
SEU Professor, History
► Marko Kovacevic,
CEO, Signet
► Dr. John Jay LeBeau,
Twenty-five year veteran U.S Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) career professional, Chairman Emeritus,
Combatting Terrorism Workshop, Partnership for
Peace Consortium, former Professor of International

Security, University Massachusetts, Amherst and
former professor of U.S National Security Studies
Program on Terrorism and Security Studies, George
C.Marshall Center
► Dr. Mirjana Matešić ,
Director, Croatian Business Council for Sustainable
Development, Zagreb, Croatia
► Greg Meier,
Economic Officer, U.S. Embassy, Brazil
► Scott Miller,
Economic Officer, U.S. Embassy, Brazil
► Dr. Anastasia Mitrofanova,
Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology of the
Federal Center of the Theoretical and Applied Sociology, Russian Acadamy of Sciences
► Mortada Mohamed,
President, World Affairs Council, Austin
► Andrew S. Natsios,
Executive Professor and Director of the International
Affairs at The Bush School of Government and Public
Service, Texas A&M University
► Martiza Navarrete,
Economic Officer, U.S. Embassy, Brazil
► Imam Yahya Pallavicini,
President of Comunita Religiosa Islamica Italiana (COREIS)
► Ambassador Mary Ann Peters,
U.S. Ambassador (Ret.) to Bangladesh 2000-2003
► Dr. DJ Peterson,
President of Longview Global Advisors
► Dr. Milica Pejanović-Đurišić,
Ambassador of Montenegro to the United Nations and
former Minister of Defense of Montenegro
► Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou,
The Fletcher School Law and Diplomacy, Tufts
University
► Dr. Kumar Ramakrishna,
Associate Professor and Associate Dean, Head of
International Centre for Violence and Terrorism
Research, Research Advisor to the National Security
Studies Program, S. Rajaratham School of International Studies, Nayang Technological University
(Singapore)
► Joel Reynoso,
Deputy Senior Commerial Officer, U.S. Embassy, Brazil
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► Dr. Andrzej Raskowski,
Professor of Economics and Management, Wroclaw
University, Poland
► Melissa Sanderson,
Former U.S Foreign Service, Democratic Republic
of the Congo and Vice President of Global Operations
Freeport Mc Moran , Inc; Arizona District Export
Council and President, Mel Sanderson Consulting
► Dr. Deepika Saraswat,
Research fellow, India Council of World Affairs
New Dehli, India
► Dr. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber,
Director Emeritus, Posdam Institute for Climate
Impact Research (PIK)
► Dr. Tatiana Shakleina,
Professor, Moscow State Institute of International
Relations (MGIMO)
► Ambassador Pjer Šimunović,
Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to the United
States
► David Smick,
Writer, Producer and Director
► Mike Stinson,
Consultant, Hewlett Packard Inc.
► Dr. Dmitry Suslov,
Deputy Director, World Economy and International
Affairs at the National Research University, Higher
School of Economics in Moscow, Russia
► Michael Treyger,
Deputy Director of Economics Development, Office of
Governor State of Texas
► Dr. Marybeth Ulrich
Distinguished Visting Professor of Political Science,
U.S. Air Force Academy Colorado Springs, USA
► Dr. Louie Dean Valencia-Garcia,
Senior Fellow, Center for the Analysis of the Radical
Right and Assistant Professor History, Texas State
University
► Ambassador Ken Yalowitz,
U.S. Ambassador (Ret.) to Belarus 1994-1997 and
Georgia 1998-2001
► Dr. Valbona Zeneli,
Professor, George C.Marshall Center Garmisch
► Daniel Zoltani,
Global Programs Director, Whole Foods Austin
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